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1. Introduction' 

Taishun ( ^^ ) is a dialect of Northeastern Min, or as it is often 
termed, Mindung ( iH^:^ ). According to Norman (1977-78), the Mindung 
area covers seven counties of Fujian ( ^^ ) Province, stretching from 
the Zhejiang ( i^v-1 ) border south to the county of Ningde ( %-^. ) and 
from the coast to the Jiufeng {%S^ ) mountain range. Taishun actually 
lies within Zhejiang Province, just across the north-central border of Fu- 
jian. It is approximately ninety kilometers inland from the coast. 

Norman (1977-1978) has presented descriptions of four Mindung di- 
alects: Fuding ( ^Ii4 ), Ningde ( Jf^^ ) Zheyang ( ife?^ ), and Fuan 
( ^^A-). In addition, he has included data for Fuzhou (^V^), the prestige 
dialect of the northeastern region. Taishun is located fifty to sixty kilo- 
meters northeast of Fuding and approximately forty kilometers north- 
northwest of Fuan. Taishun may be the most northern Mindung dialect 
studied to date. 



